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mually before the legislatures of the various New Eng-nd colonies.
There was a huge audience, and the next morning the :ess gave very generous reports of the address. It at-acted the attention of various ministers in Brooklyn, id subsequently I was asked to repeat it before the ong Island Historical Society, in that city. There I had i amusing experience. In the course of the talk I quoted .eas similar to mine that had been advanced over a indred years before by Thomas Paine in his " Common >nse," and I referred to the high estimates of Paine held y Washington, Monroe, Dr. Rush, and others of the me. I refrained from expressing opinions of my own, mtenting myself with a reference to those of the fathers ! the Republic. Suddenly, however, several ministers ft the hall, protesting that they had not come to hear eulogy on Paine.
Later I developed this address, under its original title, id published it in book form. The first edition came it in 1885. The appearance of a first book is quite an rent in one's life, especially when it is well received nong critics and by the press. At any rate, it seemed ke a landmark in my own life. Historical writers reared to it as a distinct contribution to our historical terature, and I felt that so far as the pen was concerned had discovered this branch of writing to be my forte ither than poetry. After all, historical writing is no :ss imaginative than poetry. Without the use of im-^ination history is lifeless and a dry record of facts istead of literature.
A second impression of the book was issued in 1887, nd in 1901 a second and revised edition was published. t French edition had appeared simultaneously in Paris
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